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MEDIA RELEASE

UM ALUMNUS GIVES MANSFIELD LIBRARY BOOK
PRINTED IN REIGN OF QUEEN ELIZABETH I
By Maribeth Dwyer
University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
A 1561 edition of "The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer" and a fine 1866 edition of
"Paradise Lost" by John Milton have been given to the Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Library at the University of Montana.
The donor is Richard L. Merritt, San Francisco, a 1948 UM graduate in
English and a longtime benefactor of the campus library.

He was born in Missoula

and at the age of 3 moved to Helena, where he grew up.
"The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer" had an appraised market value of $1,600 in
May 1983.

The worth of the "Paradise Lost" was estimated at $400 in 1981.

The rare books have been placed in the Archives and Special Collections
section of the library where they will be accessible to patrons.
"The books may be taken into the reading room," said Kathy Schaeffer, special
collections librarian.

"It is library policy to make all our books available to

readers."
The new addition to the library's Chaucer collection is the first of two
1561 issues of "The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer" edited by John Stowe.

It is

illustrated with woodcuts that were not used in the second issue because they
had become worn.
The Chaucer volume, written in the 14th century, includes "The Canterbury
Tales, " which recounts the stories of pilgrims on their way to the shrine of
(over)
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St. Thomas a Becket at Canterbury.
The year the edition of the book given to the library was printed Elizabeth I
was queen of England, Michelangelo was still alive and Shakespeare was not yet
born.

The Mayflower would not land at Plymouth Rock for nearly 50 years, and

England's future American colonies would not declare their independence for 215.
And a whoop and a holler from where the Mansfield Library now stands, the
Pend Oreille Indians had a camp on the present site of the UM Field House. They
ranged in a radius of about 100 miles to pick berries, fish, and hunt moose
and caribou, using stone knives and arrowheads.

They didn't have metal implements

yet— or horses.
The Chaucer and the Milton are the latest of Merritt's gifts to the UM
library.

As a memorial to his wife, a librarian, who died in 1971, he established

the Gertrude Merritt Fund for the purchase of European literature.

He also gave

the library many volumes from Mrs. Merritt's private collection of European
writers, and others contributed several hundred books in her memory.
Merritt bought the Chaucer in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1945 when he was a
sergeant in the 364th Fighter Group, U.S. Army.
returned to UM to complete his bachelor's degree.

Following military service, he
He retired in 1977, after 23

years as a librarian for the San Francisco Examiner.
Commenting on some flaws in the first 1561 Stowe issue Merritt wrote in a
letter in May 1983 to Erling Oelz, the Mansfield Library's director of public
services:
"I personally feel that the imperfections add to the charm of the book— an
extension of the chaotic spelling of a day before dictionaries and of the strange
and wonderful anarchy of an unfixed language, part Anglo-Saxon, part Norman French,
with a smattering of Greek and Latin tossed in.

(more)

What a feast of whimsy— not
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unlike handmade Oriental rugs— no two alike, with capricious changes of color,
width and design.
or a new book.
the way.

These are things we wouldn't tolerate in a factory-made rug,

This book started out with imperfections and gained a few along

So we tolerate it— after all, who is perfect at age 422?"
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